November 25, 1963 
10:40am 

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND 

MR. JOE ALSOP 

L3J: Joe ? 

JA: Yes, Mr. President. 

LBJ: I appreciate very much your calling. . . 

JS.: Well, you know what I feel about you and you know how I . . . well, 

I put it ail in the letter. . . 

LBJ: ..he has ordered or will order during the day, probably right after 

the funeral, a state court of inquiry headed by the Attorney General 
which he will have associated with him one or two of the outstanding 
civil liberties jurists in the country, perhaps Jarwarski who 
represented the Attorney General in the 5th Circuit negro case or 
some of the trial lawyers of America or Dean Story, or. . . 

JA: You mean, somebody from outside of Texas? 

L3J: No, they' re going to have FBI from outside Texas, but this is under 

Texas law and they take all the involvements and we don't send in a 
bunch of carpet-baggers ...that's the worse thing he could do right 

BOW. . . 

JA: You think so. . . 

LBJ: I know. .. well, we've got the FBI doing anything that, .if there's any 

question about Texas operation, they've got an FBI that's going to the 
bottom of it and direct with the Attorney General, .but paralleling that 
is the blue ribbon state board of inquiry headed by the tdiliant Attorney 
General and associated with him somebody like say John Garwood, 

Will Qayton's son-in-law, who was a bbilllant Supreme Court Justice 
that' s retired. . . somebody Like Roberts did at Pearl Harbor. . . and 
that 1 s what the Atto rnsy General is doing, . .now, if we have anothe r 
Commission, hell, you're gonna have people running over each other 
and everybody agreed. . now I know that some of the lawyers. . they 
thought of the hlue ribbon commission Bret, the Justice, and we just 
can't have them lobbying them against the President, when he makes 
these decisions. We decided that the beet thin g to do, number one 
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to put xm FBI in full force* number two to put the State in full force. . 

Nobody. , .nobody. . • Mr. President, La lobbying me, I lay awake all 
night. • . 

They're rot lobbying you, they 4 re lobbying me. . . . la at night. I 
epent the day on it. . .1 had to leave Mr a. Kennedy 4 a aide at the 
White Houae and call and ask the Secret Service and FBI to proceed 
immediately. . .1 spent moat of my day on this thing, yeaterday. I 
had the Attorney General from Texae fly in here. . • I a pent an hour 
and a half with him yeaterday evening. . I talked to the Justice Dept. 
Lawyers and to the FBI and the FBI La of the opinion that the wisest , 
quickest, ablest, moat effactive way to go about it is for them to 
thoroughly study it and bring in a written report to the Attorney 
General at the earliest possible date which they've been working on 
since i 2:30 yesterday. Number one . .. and they have information 
that is available to no one. * that has rot been presented thus far and 
so forth* . . Number two. . to parallel that, we* re having a blue ribbon 
court of inquiry. . . 

In Texas? 

In Texas. . • where this thing occurred. . . 

Mr. President, just let me give you my political judgment on the thing. 
I think you've dons everything that could probably be done. . 

We just don’t want to be in a position. . .I'll make this one more state- 
ment and then Pm through. ... I want to hear you. ... we don’t want to 
be in the position of saying that we have corns in to a state other 
than the FBL .that they pretty well accept... but some outsiders have 
told them that their Integrity is no good and that we're going to have 
some carpetbag trials. • . we can't haul off psople from New York and 
try them in Jackson, Mississippi. • and we can’t haul off people from 
Dallas and try them in New York. . • 

I see that, Mr. President. • • but let me. • . ' 

It is their constitutional right. ... go ahead., .now. • 

Let me make one suggestion because I think this covers. . .1 think 
this bridges the gap which I believe and Dean Ache* on believes still 



Copy LBJ Library 



-3- 



( Cant'd) exists. . -being. .and »lii Moyers is the eaiy person Pm talked to 
afessat it- . -n4 FwtrnMy is going to oomo eat to mor r o w morning 
with * big thlaf about a. .o blue ribbon csmmlssisa which ho thought 
of independently. - . U isn't Jostles Dspartaasat lawyers who ora 
carrying oo thin- -it's Just things hippmd thought of by « lot people 
Mxtd yaw thought of mar* than .-.am details thaaanyoao site., and 
Pm sum yeu'ra sight ocipt there's aaa fa d asln g ptoco. . .1 suggest 
tkmt ycu anaouaco that an you do ant want tho Attorney Oeasral to 
ham tho dna full* ntpiuibUity of go porting on his own brother* a 
aasatsisaiioa* that you ham authorised tho throo jurists and 1 would 
ouggast tho Texas Jurists aad two n ew Tsxaa Jurists to review all 
tho evidence by the FBI and produce a ruyoxt to tho nation for tho 
nation. * .and after the iemstigetisa la completed. . . oo that tho 
country will ham tho story judicially r e v ia w ed* outside Texas and 
if you tail Bill Moyers to call up Friendly and If you'll get out a 
special ■■■m r»rsmstrf this afta ru ss u * you're going to asks a 
marvelous... well* you're already mads a marvelous start... you 
hama't put a damned foot one quarter of an lash wroag. . .and Pm 
unr sees asythiag like it. you'm been simply marvelous la the 
most circumstances hut I do feel that there Is that m uch of 

a gap aad Pm sure that if Moyers calls Friendly. you ham a terrific 
support from the Washing tom Pest aad from the whole of the rest of 
the press instantly..* 

L.B,Ts V 11 ruin both procedures wu'm got* though.... 

IAj If© yuu won't... as you won't... just ass tho procedures you'm got 

add to those procedures u stntsmen t saying that "when the FBI 
has completed lie work, whew it has cumpUted its work. . .ss you do 
not wish to W»g* oa the Attorney General* the painful task of reviewing 
the evidence concerning Mo owe brother's assassination. . . yuu ham 
asked two or threes Including X would In c l u de the best judge on the Texas 
beaeh. . . American jurists beyond* m individuals* Dean Achssoa* for 
example* two or three indidlvusls beyond any possible s usp i ci on 
as ta their independence and impartiality, to tow up a written report 
giving to the public everything af g^jg^that is relevant and then 
you will ham this written report. . >et Texas which tells the whole 
story which Is based on the FhX evidence ...It doesn't need to use 
the things the FBI says can't ho used. . .sad yot will carry 
abeolnte conviction and will Just ha that little extra added ta the 
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»^rrri rr«Kii machine tj that you've already got that trill carry 
complete conviction. . . 

My lawyers, though, Joe, tell am that the Vhiie House must not 
... the President. . . mast net inject himself into local killings . . . 
a nd i . . « 



2 sgree with that, ..bat in this case it does happen to be the killing 
of the President. . . and the thing is. ,2 am not suggesting issue. , . 

I know that. . • 

xnnX you, mind you, Mr. President, Fm not ta lking about an 
investigative body, I am talking about a body which will take all the 
evidence the FBI has amaased when they have completed their 
inquiry and produce a public report on the death of the President. 

That, I »MiA, you see, that is not am ixkerfersnce in Texas. . . 

Ho, but it* a. • • 

Wait a second, sow, . . that is a way to trans m i t to the public, 
without breach of confidence. . .and in a way that will carry absolute 
conviction n Mu f the FBI has tamed up. . . 

TThy can*t the FBI transmit it? 

Because no one. . .again. . ,oa the left they won't believe the FBI. . . 

<T \ d the FBI doesn't write very wail.. . 

Tou ■•"t Hick Kaizsnbach? 

w »n , I just wouldn't put it oa Bobby and Nick Katrenbech. ..I'd have it 
outside. . .1 think it's unfair te put it oa Bobby. . .it is his own brother's 
death. . . 



Hot going to touch it oa Bobby. . . wu'rs putting it oa the finest jurists 
In the land., .former head of the American Bar Asso ci a t i on . . .that's 
suxfeer one that we're putting it oa... then we're putting it cm the 
top Investigative agency and asking them to write a report. . . 

Pm not. . .Fm aot suggesting that yee appoint an additional investigating 
commission. . .I'm Just suggesting that If yon vast to earry absolute 
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conviction*. . .this vmty small addition to the admirable machinery 
you've already here... will kelp yea cad 1 believe that it will 
ttaflfcthe of the country cad bo c wary usefnl. happy 

thing ...cad the mss ceka if you have two seconds., .this afternoon. . 
for example. ..cok Dean Achasoa...ha's th* men to ask... I see all 
the argument# yon make cad yen' re dead right and Pa not. . .my 
conception Is completely wrong.. .bat I do think that this additional 
factors is needed.. 



I talksd to. . . 2 guess, after midnight last night. . . 

Well 1 know how you must have been concerned. . . 

the ablest, toe truest civil liberties lawyer in this town in my 
judgment.. the man that's made the best arguments before the Supreme 
Court and it was his judgement the worst m ista k e we could make 
. . . getting trapped. . . 



And, I now see exactly how right you are and how wrong I was about 
this idea of a Mae ribbon commission. . . 

that 

ffow, you see. Ketrsnhsrh suggested that aadf^p revoked it. .the 
lawyers the council Just hit the ceiling. . . said, my God Almighty. . 

I ooo. . .1 see. ..2 see that you're right and ho was wrong. . wfaat I do 



Thsu I cadl*d back to Katenbach and Z thought he accepted .... 

Well, I don't know anything about Katxecbach. . .1 haven't talked to him 
for three weeks, .but wfaat I am suggesting is not at all what Katxeubach 
suggested. , .1 am suggesting simply a device. . . 

w.n, l«t mo talk to Ache sou and.,.. 

for up the result of the DM inquiry in a way that will be 

completely coherent, detailed, and will carry un challe ngeable 
convictions and this carrying eewriction is just aS important as carrying 
on the ievesttgstion ..in the right way.. .and I worry about tMe Poat 
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editorial.. . Fd lik* you to {ft a&c a4 of thorn. . . 

And, X worry about tbs Post, posted, . .bat, . . 

Well. X do too. . . . bat Fd like yon go got ahead of Cbsm aad if you have. . . 
if you m a k e this decision sad have Mayors call Friendly or Kay 
lasteed ef being. . . well, you know.. ..this Is what wo ought to do.., 
this is whet ought to bo dens sad than whet you do being denounced 
ss inadequate, they’ll bo pat so herd sad will do you s tremendous 
piece sad Pm euro yoa will have tho strongest possible support. . . 
it will bo thought that everything has boon doao seeds doing 
and. . .bat 1 do think .. . my own judgment is *h*« there is f»>»* 
mieriag piece... and, Dean, may disagree aad you »« lv to him 



I'll talk to him and. . . 

And. I hate to interfere, elr. . .2 only dare to da se because 1 care so 
much shoot yea. . . . 



X kaow that. Joe. . . . 

And I have the deepest faith in yoa aad X you’ve bean right jrtr< 

Fve been wrong.. as to the general conception. . . 

It's not a question, . .it’s not really my thinking... Tm not enough 
experienced. . . 

Urn really. . . what I'm really honestly giving you is public relation 
advice and not legal advice. . 

▼ell. . .Pm net bounded. . .1 don't have a dtOMltm civil liberties picture 
that some of the folks that have worked on this with me. .1 had a lawyer 
left my house srouod midnight ..sad spent. X guest, three or four 
hours going over this thing from A to Z. .after the Attorney General 
was called in hare yesterday afternoon ..and after the FBI was put on it 
. . .after we told Secret Service to amks available everything they had. . . 
and. we thought, that this was the best way to handle it... 



t 
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▼,11. Mr. 

bs Iiut» g«tfciag into yoar tiro®**!'*. • »bwt 1 r*p«*t. • .1 think your doci»ion* 
har« b*u 200% right aad X ~ wrouf. . th* ^Hc r *^®* 

ttWpoiot and from th* .tandpoiM o£ carrying canrictlon. . ♦ Uu ‘” ** 
tbju koy which ia **cj to anpplT -witboot infringing upon Te»* 

feellngi or oororoipiiyc 



Tlnak yott« soy fdwvd-. By*»< 



Coodbyo. ♦ • 
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Date: September 15, 1993 



Processing Note 



Re. Telephone Conversation between the President and Mr. Joe 
Alsop, 11/25/63, 10:40 a.m. 



While working on preservation of the dictabelts, the archives 
staff observed the following inaccuracies in the transcript: 

On page 3, the transcript reads: 

JA (Cont'd): "...I suggest that you announce. that as 

you do not want the Attorney General to have the clean 
full, responsibility of reporting » ' 

On page 3, the transcript reads: 

JA: "...to draw up a written report giving to the 

public everything of the FBI that is relevant » 



The archives staff heard: 

JA (Cont'd): "...I suggest that you announce that as 

you do not want the Attorney General to have the clean, 
full, responsibility of reporting » 



JA: "...to draw up a written report giving to the 

public everything of the FBI that is relevant " 



Claudia Anderson 
Archivist 
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